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United States Wholesale Commodity Price index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price index— 1950 to Date 


euréav oO Labor Stetis tics 


nited States Department of Labor 
ot Bholesetle ommodity Prices tevised 
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Farm Products and 
Textil 
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fuel, 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
March 1952 and 195! 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 
March 1952 and 1951 


March February 


i9si 1952 
$728,930 
26,450 


1,936,626 








4 pov pe 10 


Mounteing 
Boise, ideho..... 
Butte, Mont... a 
-eloredo Springs, Co! 
Denver, Col. 
Great Fails, 
Ogden, Uteh....- 
Phoenin, 
Pueblo, Co 
Seit Lake City, 
Tucson, Ariz.. 


Totel 


Bekerstieid, 
Berteley, 

Beverly 

rresno, 

wiendéeie, 

Long Beach, 

Los Angeles, 
Oakland, Cal..««s- 
Pasadena, Cal 
Portiand, Ore. 
Secramento, 

Sen Diego, 

sen francisco, 

Sen Jose, Cal.cces 
Seattie, 


»tockton, 
Tecoma, Wash 


Total Paciti 


March 
9S$2 


$380,404 


286, 580 





$'0, 132,597 


$441,477? 
461,898 
§22,293 
1,495,040 
898,793 
2,225,545 
21,433,354 
3,127,418 
1,246,540 
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$412,712 
63,500 
1,119,677 
9,171,397 


1,245,005 
$32,795 


february 
1982 


$326,608 


694,793 





$14,580,381 


$338,031 
478,745 
710,629 
877,347 
956,016 
4,026,500 
25, 486,534 


$10,372,331 


$69! , 456 
291,576 


1,161,705 





$53,820,598 $62,875,122 $55,437,055 











$22,555,473 Totel 215 Cities.... $350, 270, 59! $43 1,630,560 $315, 320,903 


Busiding Permit Values tor 215 Citres—Monthly— 1950 to Date 


New York City Outside New Yort City «= 214 Cities 


19S¢ 1950 


i982 195! 1950 19S! 


24,712,989 $51,032,865 §41,873,234 
67,454,496 
4¢,240,730 
57,723,455 
86,101,764 

102,562,255 
37,123,541 
37,858,882 
30,673,613 
70,902,243 
37,350,881 
38,150,313 


$234,580,076 
281,555,485 
318,735,532 


$395,848,516 
302,893,167 
382,045,620 
345,151,356 
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333,582,772 
370,014,127 
361,16!,249 
387,800,016 
343,559,061 
235,145,558 
227,380,937 


$293,'25,92? 
275,067,082 
400,652,924 


50, 219,456 


38,829,573 


371,317,167 
388,456,714 





$556,572,036 $656,015, 407 $4,027,894,301 §4,893,678,699 


Building Permit Values and Index for 120 Cities—1939 to Date 
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index Valve indes 
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Failures by Size of Liabilities—Monthly 1950 to Date 
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Fatlures by Divisions of industry——March 1952 United States Failures by States——March 1952 
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Failures by industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities——March 1952 
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Quarterly Record of United States Failures by Detasied Denions of ladustry—!1952 and 195! 
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Quarterly Record of United States Fadures by Detaded Diwetens of ladustry—!952 and 195! 


Newber ot Feitures Currant Liebitities: fs Theeseuds 








RETAIL TRADE 





5998, -— > = 








ivst 
food & Liquor: j iv 


Beteries 

Cenatectionery & Nut 

Deiry Products 

Delicatessen Stores... 
Grocery Stores. 

Grocery end Meat Stores 
Meat and 

Feutt end Vegetable Martets 
Liquor 

Att Other food Stores 


2,779 3,548 
Geeeral Merchendiser 


Depertment Stores 

Variety Stores.... 

Ory Goods Stores 

Geoeral Merchandise Stores... 
Covatry Genera! Stores 


Appere! & Accessories: 


Family Clothing Stores. 

Men's & Boys’ Clo. & Furnishings Stores... 
Women’: Ready-to-wear Stores. 
Women's Accessory Stores. 

Shoe Stores.. 

Miscellaneous 


+,075 


Furniture & Home furnishings: 
Furniture Stores. d 1,273 $87 
Home Furnishings & Equip. Stores. 389 17? 
Etectrice! Appliance Stores 4,079 1,373 
Totel.... 5,741 2,137 
Lumber, Bldg. Mtis., Hardware: 


Lumber & Bidg. Mtl. Deslers 
Paint, Glass, Wal! Paper Stores... 
Hardware & farm tmo!. Dealers... 


Automotive Grovupt 


Motor Vehicte Dealers 
Automobile Access 
Gereges and Repair 
Filling Stetions. 

Other Automotive Dealers 


Totel... 
Eating & Drinking Places-Totel.... 
Orve Stores - Total. 

Miscellaneous Retell! Trade: 


Ciger Stores.... 

Fuel end ice Dea 

Florists eee 
Jewelry Stores... eewe 
Book, Stationery & News Deaters.. 

Farm & Gerden Supply Stores...... 

All Other Retall Stores.... 


~~we Oano 


Tote! Retail Trade..... 20,338 20,568 


{Apporent Annual Number of Fadures per 10 O00 Enterprises) 


Unadjusted indes 








1949 


Jenuerye«+-- g.7 ; 38. 25. 
February 


September... 


December.....- 


Mo. Average.. 
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Quarterly Record of United States Failures by Detailed Dwisions of Industry-—1952 and 195! 
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Quarterly Record of Canadian Failures by Divisions of Industry—!952 and 195! 
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Quarterly Record ot Canadian Failures by Cities—1952 and 195! 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE 


REGIONS 





EASTER SALES HIGH 


Retail sales in the carly part of 
April registered the first: year-to-year 
gain since the latter part of December. 
The late Easter date this year, April 
13, as compared with March 25, in 1951 
accounted in a large measure for the 
rise in sales volume. 

However, total pre-Easter trade was 
slightly below the high pre-Easter 
Women’s and 
children’s Spring apparel was among 


levels of a year ago. 
the best selling merchandise. Men's 
apparel moved more slowly from re- 
tailers’ shelves. Hard goods sales con- 
tinued to be lower than a year ago. 
Some decline was noted in retail 
prices. Apparel prices were below last 
Further de- 
clines were expected in woolen prices. 


year in many instances. 


Total consumer spending in March 
was 3 per cent above February accord. 
ing to the seasonally adjusted Dun’s 
Review Regional Trade Barometer. 
The preliminary barometer for March 
at 331.6 was 3 per cent below that of 
March 1951. No adjustment was made 
tor the change of Easter date. 

Retail sales in March, after allow- 
ance for seasonal variation, were esti 
mated at $12.4 billion. This was 1 per 
cent below March 1951 and 4 per cent 
below February 1952. 

The final barometer tor February, 
1952, Was 323.1, of 1 per cent below 
both February 1951 and January 1952. 
The three barometers that were above 
a year ago were Minneapolis and St. 
Paul (14) up 1.8 per cent, Kansas City 
(17) up 1.8 per cent and New Orleans 
(23) up 5.7 per cent. The barometer for 
Milwaukee declined more noticeably 
than the others; it was 9.5 per cent be- 
low a year ago. 

Month-to-month percentage changes 
ranged trom Memphis (22) down 12.7 
per cent to Minneapolis and St. Paul 
(14) up io per cent. The Texas 
remion (24) had the highest barometer 
and New England region (1) had the 
lowest barometer. 


14 


PEGIONAL 
TeADE BA8OMETER 
FEB@UARY 1952 


CHANGES FROM A YEAR AGO 


Cj+9-2 E~0~ 273-1» 


INNES 


tl4a***) 


EER eo 0 


REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


REGION 
United States 


. New England 


. New York City 


. Albany, Unica and Syracuse 
. Buffalo and Rochester 

. Northern New Jersey 

. Philadelphia 

. Prtsburgh 

. Cleveland 


Cincinnat: and Columbus 


. Indianapolis and Louisville 
; Chicago 
. Detroit 


Milwaukee 


. Minneapolis and St. Paul 
. lowa and Nebraska 

. St. Louss 

. Kansas City 


§. Maryland and Virginia 


. North and South Carolina 
. Atlanta and Birmingham 
. Florida 

. Memphis 


:. New Orleans 


. Texas 
. Denver 


26. Salt Lake City 


, 
2 
29 


. Portland and Seattle 


San Francisco 
Los Angeles 


* Revised 


Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 


(1935-1939 == 100) 


Feb. 
1952 


323. 
227. 
262. 
Z10.) 
306. 
244.5 
2459.0 
304.0 
$49. 
3434. 
353. 
Z0T! 
350. 
354. 
386. 
210.2 
328 
355 
345. 
329. 
427. 
356. 
364. 
402. 
457 
419g. 
371.7 
370.6 
318.7 
342.6 


Change 


trom 
Feb. 1951 


i) 


i 
8. 


Jan. 
1g52 


2 325.9° 
245.2 
254.6 
305.2 
322.5 
246.9 
305.3 
$40.9 
354.9° 
339.1° 
381.9 
307.7 
350.6 
374.0 
327.0 
318.8 
304.7 
379.0° 
345.8 
348.6 
441.1 
397.6 
417.4 
426.5 
446.4 
340.7 
356.7 
336.9 
339.9 
431.3 


Change 
from 


J. 


in 


—— 


+ 


+ 


. 19§2 


oO.y 
7.1 
3.2 
1.8 
5.0 
0.9 
5.3 
Hi.! 
1.5 
1.4 
0O.3 


Comparison Retail 


with 
U.S. 


—29.5 
—118.7 
— 3.8 
— 6§.1 
—24.2 
—10.6 
— 6.2 
+ 8.2 
+ 6.4 
+18.6 
— 6.6 
+ 3.4 
+ 98 
+19.5 
— 4.0 
+ 1.8 
+19.3 
+ 6.8 
+ 2.0 
+ 32.4 
+10.2 
+128 
+24.6 
+ 41.5 
— 1.0 
+ 15.0 
+14.7 
— 1.4 
+ 6.0 


Sales 
1948 
% 

100.0 
6.1 
7-7 
2.2 
1.7 
2.6 
5.8 
3.6 
2.8 
3.0 
2.9 
6.6 
4.4 
2.1 
4.2 
3.0 
2.6 
3.4 
4.0 
2.6 
3.9 
1.8 
1.7 
1.5 
5.6 
1.4 
0.9 
3.0 
4.0 
4.9 
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Region 1 

Fesruary—Barometer 7°(, below Jan., 
9°/, below year ago, 30°%, below U. S. 

Marcu—New England department 
store sales 7°, below year ago. Wholesale 
trade compared with last year; Bangor, 
Boston, and Hartford even, Providence 
—3°%, Worcester —5°., New Haven 
—10%, Portland — 30°. Collections 
slower than last year. Bus strike in East 
ern Masachusetts curtailed trade in that 
area. 

















Region 2 

Fesruary—Barometer 3°/, above Jan., 
2% below year ago, 19°, below U. S. 

Marcu—New York City department 
store sales 7°, below year ago. Total re 
tail trade compared with year ago, New 
York City —8°,, Bridgeport —7°%,. Re 
tail trade compared with last month, 
Bridgeport +-4°,, New York City +-3°°. 
Wholesale trade compared with last year: 
New York City —5°”, Bridgeport — 3°... 
Collections slower than year ago. 

















Region 3 

Fepruary—Barometer 2° above Jan., 
9°, below year ago, 4°, below U. S. 

Marcu—Syracuse department store 
salés 8°( below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Bingham. 
ton even, Utica —5°4, Albany and Syra 
cuse —10°.. Wholesale trade compared 
with year ago: Utica +-12°%. Binghamton 
—3°%, Syracuse —5°%, Albany — 10°. 
Collections slower than year ago. Labor 
surplus in Utica. 



















Region 4 

Fesruary—Barometer 5°”, below Jan.. 
almost even with 1951, 5°, below U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Buffalo —7°,, Ro 
chester —8°/,. Total retail trade com 
pared with year ago: Elmira and Roches 
ter —5°%, Buffalo —14°.. Wholesale 
trade compared with year ago: Buffalo 
-+-3°%, Elmira even, Rochester — 4°/.. Col 
lections slower than year ago. Buffalo 
steel mills at 104°/ of capacity. 















Region 5 

Fesruary—Barometer 1°/, below Jan., 
4°/, below year ago, 24°. below U. S. 

Marcu—Newark department store 
sales 7°, below year ago; total retail trade 
compared with year ago —g°.; whole 
sale trade compared with year ago —10°.. 
Collections slower than year ago and 
steady with last month. Industrial ac 
tivity high with exception of textile mills 
which have shut down or are operating 
on curtailed schedules. 
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The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are dengned to reflect changes 
im comsumer purchases of commodsties 19 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
wres ave avaiable withont charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and wetghed by the 
local Dow & Buapstreer offices. Depart 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended March 29, 1952. 











Region 6 
Fresruary—Barometer 5°/, below Jan., 
6°. below year ago, 11°%, below U. S. 
Marcu—Philadelphia department store 
sales 4°., below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Scranton 
+1°%, Harrisburg’ —5°., Philadelphia 
—g°,, Wilkes-Barre —12°, Lancaster 
—14°%, Reading —21°%. Collections 
slower than a year ago. Philadelphia 
steel mills operating at 100°%, of capacity. 
Wholesale trade lower than year ago. 





Region 7 

F esruary—Barometer 11°/, below Jan., 
4°/, below year ago, 6°, below U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com. 
pared with last year: Erie —4°., Pitts 
burgh —9°.. Total retail trade compared 
with last year: Charleston —4°., Ernie 
~5Y, Huntington —8°°, Pittsburgh 
-9° ., Wheeling and Youngstown — 10°. 
Collections slow to steady compared with 
year avo. Pittsburgh s‘cel mills operating 
at 104°/ of capacity. 


Region 8 
Fesruary—Barometer 2°. below Jan., 
4°7/, below year ago, 8°’, above U. S. 
Maxcu—Department store sales com- 
pared with year ago: Akron -+-1°4, Cleve- 
land —9°., Toledo —10°°. Wholesale 
trade compared with a year ago: Canton 
+6°°, Lima +-5°., Toledo, Akron, and 
Cleveland —5°.. Collections steady with 
year ago. Cleveland steel mills operating 
a’ 99.5°., of capacity. Employment high. 
Rubber workers’ strike in Akron. 


Region 9 

Fesruary—Barometer 1°. above Jan., 
4/, below year ago, 6°, above U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with last year: Columbus even, 
Cincinnati —2°°. Total retail trade com- 
pared with last year: Dayton —4°/, Cin 
cinnati —77%, Columbus — 10%, Spring 
held —20°.. Wholesale trade compared 
with last year: Cincinnati —4°., Dayton 
and Columbus — 10°. Collections slower 
than year ago. 





Region 10 

Fesrauary—Barometer slightly above 
Jan., 2°., below year ago, 19°/, above U. S. 

Marcu—Indi is and Louisville de- 
partment store sales 5°, below year ago. 
Wholesale trade compared with year ago: 
Fort Wayne — 3°/,, Louisville —5°, Terre 
Haute —12°,, Evansville — 18°, Indian- 
apolis —23°,. Collections slower than a 
year ago. Employment down scasonally 
due to completion of tobacco crop harvest. 
Construction activity mounting. 


Region 11 
Fesrauary—Barometer 2°, below Jan., 
7°%, below year ago, 7°”, below U. S. 
Marcit—Chicago department store sales 
8°, below year ago. Total retail trade 
compared with year ago: Peoria — 2°, 
Chicago, Rockford, and Springfield — 8°, 
South Bend — 11°. Wholesale trade com 
pared with year ago: Rockford +-10° ., 
Chicago —2°4, Peoria —3°/, Springfield 
—10°%. Collections slower than year ago. 
Steel mills at 104.8°., of capacity. 
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Region 12 

Fesruary—Barometer even with Jan., 
8° below year ago, 8° above U. S. 

Marcu—Detroit department store sales 
9°, below year ago. Total retail trade 
compared with year ago: Grand Rapids 
—6°., Saginaw -—7°., Detroit —12°.. 
Wholesale trade compared with year ago: 
Saginaw —2°’, Detroit —5°/, Grand 
Rapids —10°.. Collections slower than 
year ago. Automotive production down 
34°%, year ago, up 9°/ in month. 





Region 13 
Frsruary—Barometer 5°”, below Jan.., 
10°% below year ago, 10°, above U. S. 
Marcu—Milwaukee department store 


sales 6°,, below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Green Bay 
-+.2°/, Madison —5°., Milwaukee — 10°". 
Wholesale trade compared with last year: 
Green Bay -+ 1°, Milwaukee —5°4, Madi 
son —6°%. Collections slower than year 
ago. Shortage of farm labor expected. 
Defense production expanding. 





Region 14 

F esruary—Barometer 18°. above Jan.. 
2°% above year ago, 20°, above U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: St. Paul —6°/, Min- 
neapolis —7°,, Duluth-Superior — 11°. 
Wholesale trade compared with year ayo: 
Butte -+2°”, Minneapolis —1°, Fargo 
and St. Paul —3°., La Crosse —10°/, 
Duluth —12°.. Collections slower than 
year ago. Flour output over year aro: 


Minneapolis +1°/, Duluth +-2°/. 
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Region 15 

Fearcvary—Barometer 3° below Jan., 
8°. below year ago, 4°, below VU. S. 

Marxcu—Department store sales in 
Nebraska 9°” below year ago. Total re- 
tail trade compared with year ago: Daven. 
port -+-1°., Cedar Rapids —4°., Omaha 
-10°., Sioux City —11°., Des Moines 
-18 Wholesale trade compared with 
year ago: Omaha -+1°., Des Moines 
Collections steady to slow com 
pared with last year. 
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Region 16 

Fesruary—Barometer 8° above Jan., 
2°. below year ago, 2°. above U. S. 

Marcu— Trade conditions in St. Louts 
compared with year ago. Department 
store sales — 3°, total retail trade —4°_, 
wholesale trade — 2°). Collections slower 
than year ago. St. Louis steel mills oper- 
ating at 82.6°. of capacity. Residential 
construction improving. Oat planting be 
hind schedule. Livestock receipts 5° 
above year ago. 


Region 17 

Fresruary—Barometer 2°. above Janu 
ary and year ago, 19°, above U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Tulsa -+-7°., Ok 
lahoma City —8°/, Kansas City and 
Wichita — 10 Wholesale trade com 
pared with year ago: Oklahoma City 
, Topeka —37/, St. Joseph and 
Wichita —5°/, Kansas City —8°, Tulsa 

10°. Collections steady. Flour out 
put 19° below year ago in Kansas City. 
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Region 18 
Fresruary—Barometer slightly below 
Jan., 2°/, below 1951, 7°/ above U. S. 
Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Baltumore —5°., 
Washington —7 Total retail trade 
compared with year ago: Norfolk +87, 
Richmond —g°/, Roanoke —13°_, Bris 
tol —15;. Wholesale trade compared with 
vear ago: Nortolk +-10%, Richmond 
3°, Washington —57/, Baltimore 
10° . Collections steady. 


Region 19 

Presruary—Barometer 6°/ below Jan., 
4/. below year ago, 2°/ above U.S. 

Marcu—Total retail trade compared 
with year ago: Columbia -+-2°7/,, Winston 
Salem —2/, Greenville and Raleigh 

-5° , Charlotte —6°_, Asheville —10°/. 
Wholesale trade compared with year 
, Charlotte and 

Greenville —7°., Ashe 
Collections steady to slow 
compared with year ago. 


avo: Winston-Salem +5 
Raleigh —5 
ville —15 
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Region 20 

Fesruary—Barometer 3°, below Jan., 
5°. below year ago ,32° . above VU. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Birmingham -+-1° , 
Nashville —4°_, Augusta —7°., Atlanta 
~17°.. Wholesale trade compared with 
year ago: Mobile -+-15°., Augusta +-10°., 
Birmingham +-12°., Chattanooga, Co 
lumbus and Montgomery even, Nashville 
~2°/%, Macon — 3°, Atlanta —5°, Knox 
ville —10° Collections slower than 
year ago. 


Region 21 

Fesrvuary—Barometer 10°. below Jan., 
3°, below year ago, 10°”, above U. S. 

Marcu—Jacksonville and Miami de 
partment store sales 3° below year ago. 
Total retail tra le compared with year ago: 
Jacksonville —2°., Tampa — 3°, Miami 
-12 Wholesale trade compared with 
year ago: Jacksonville +4°., Tampa 
-5°., Miami —10°.. Collections slower 
than year ago. Avacado crop ready for 
harvest. 


Region 22 

Fesrvuary—Barometer 13°, below Jan., 
8° below year ago, 13°, above U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Memphis —2° 
Little Rock —3°.. Total retail trade com 
pared with year ago: Little Rock —7°., 
Memphis — 10 


Wholesale trade com 
pared with year ago: Memphis — 10 
Little Rock —12 Collections steady to 
slower than year ago. Severe tornado 
damaged large part of Arkansas. 


Region 23 
Fisruan.——Barometer 6°/ above Jan., 
‘ above U.S. 

Marcu—New Orleans department store 

sales 4°. above year ago. Total retail trade 
compared with year ago: New Orleans 
+] P Jackson -~10,/ Wholesale trade 
compared with year ago: New Orleans 
-2 7... Jackson ~10°/. Collections steady 
compared with year ago. Continued in 
dustrial expansion for defense contracts. 


6° above year ago, 25 


Region 24 
Pesruary—Barometer 2°. above Jan.., 
below year ago, 42°. above U. S. 

Marcu-—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: San Antonio +-7° ., 
Houston +2°., Fort Worth —5° ., Dallas 
-6°, El Paso —7°/. Wholesale trade 
compared with year ago: Dallas and 
Wichita Falls +-5°/, Shreveport —3°., 
Austin, El Paso, and Houston, —5°/, San 
Antonio — , y Fort Worth —15°/. Col 

lections slower than year ago. 





Region 25 

Fesruary—Barometer 6°. below Jan., 
5°. below year ago, 1°), below U. S. 

Marcu—Denver department store sales 

13°, compared with year ago: total re 
tail trade : wholesale trade —2°%. 
Collections slower than year ago and 
steady with last month. Government 
contracts maintaining high level of indus. 
trial activity. Shortages of steel and cop- 
per restrict output in some lines. Onion 
acreage lowest since 1940. 


~—~ J 


Region 26 

Fesruary—Barometer 4°, above Jan., 
6°. below year ago, 15°, above U. S. 

Marcu—Salt Lake City department 
store sales — 13° .: total retail trade —10°%: 
wholesale trade — 18°. Collections slower 
than year ago and steady with last month. 
Above-norma! precipitation in past Win- 
ter favoring Spring planting. Small manu 
facturers hampered by shortages in cop- 
per and steel. Construction seasonally 
slow. Labor surplus in Salt Lake City. 


Region 27 

Fesruary—Barometer 4° above Jan., 
7°/, below year ago, 15°, above U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com 
pared with year ago: Spokane even, Port- 
land and Seattle —7 Wholesale trade 
compared with year ago: Seattle —4°., 
Portland, Spokane, and Tacoma — 10° 
Collections slower than year ago. Flour 
production compared with a year ago: 
Seattle-Tacoma . Portland —7°4; 
interior mills down fractionally. 
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Region 28 


Fresrvuary—Barometer 5° 


below Jan., 
9° . below year ago, 1°, below U. S. 
Marcu—Oakland department store 
sales 15°, below year ago. Total retail 
trade compared with year ago: Fresno 
-$°, Sacramento —10° |, San Francisco 
-18°_. Wholesale trade compared with 
year ago: Sacramento , Fresno 
-10°., San Francisco — 20° .. Collections 
slower than year ago. Commercial build- 
ing in San Francisco to rise. 
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Région 29 

Frervary—Barometer 3°, above Jan., 
6° below year ago, 6°. above U. S. 

Marcu—Department store sales com. 
pared with year ago: San Diego —2°., 
los Angeles —g°.. Retail trade in Phoe- 
nix 2°. below year ago. Wholesale trade 
compared with year ago: Phoenix and San 
Diego —2°., Los Angeles —5°4. Collec- 
tions steady with year ago. Labor short- 
age declared in San Diego. Asparagus 
crop 4°, below last year. 
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